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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We should take a moment to acknowledge the land on which we are gathered. For thousands of years, 
this land has been the home of Patwin people. 

Today, there are three federally recognized Patwin tribes: Cachil DeHe Band of Wintun Indians of the 
Colusa Indian Community, Kletsel Dehe Wintun Nation and Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. 

  
The Patwin people have remained committed to the stewardship of this land over many centuries. It 
has been cherished and protected, as elders have instructed the young through generations. We are 

honored and grateful to be here today on their traditional lands.

 
diversity.ucdavis.edu

Rodney Boon began working for the Mondavi Center in 2011 with a background as a musician, touring sound 
engineer and tour manager working with bands in the 1990s and early 2000s. He was promoted to Head 
Audio Engineer in 2013.  Over the years, he worked tirelessly to improve and upgrade the sound and sound 
control systems in both Jackson Hall and the Vanderhoef Studio Theatre, especially the Meyer Leopard 
speaker arrays that are hanging in Jackson Hall and strived to make our theatre spaces sound perfect for our 
patrons.  In fact, whenever you hear the lobby chimes, know that he personally created and recorded them!

Rod was able to pass on his knowledge of touring and live sound mixing to our current Mondavi Center 
team and leaves behind a legacy of excellence and ensuring a superb patron experience for all who come to 
the Mondavi Center.  He was also a great friend and mentor to all of us on the production team.  

Rod’s impact to the Center cannot be overstated and his presence is felt every time you hear music in our 
venues.  Our thoughts are with his wife, Melissa, and Rod will be greatly missed by those who knew him.  

In Memory of Rodney Boon | 1967 - 2024
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Grupo Corpo
Artistic Director: Paulo Pederneiras

Choreographer: Rodrigo Pederneiras

COMPANY
Ágatha Faro, Bianca Victal, Davi Gabriel, Dayanne Amaral, Débora Roots, Edésio Nunes, 
Giulia Madureira, Isabella Accorsi, Jônatas Itaparica, Jonathan de Paula, Karen Rangel,  
Luan Barcelos, Luan Batista, Lucas Saraiva, Malu Figueirôa, Rafael Bittar, Tris Martins, 

Vitória Lopes, Walleyson Malaquias, Yasmin Almeida.

PROGRAM 

Gil Refazendo (2022)
Choreography: Rodrigo Pederneiras
Music: Gilberto Gil
Set Design and Lighting: Paulo Pederneiras
Costume Design: Freusa Zechmeister

INTERMISSION

Gira (2017)
Choreography: Rodrigo Pederneiras
Music: Metá Metá
Set Design: Paulo Pederneiras 
Costume Design: Freusa Zechmeister
Lighting: Paulo Pederneiras and Gabriel Pederneiras

 
*PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE*
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PROGRAM NOTES

GIL REFAZENDO (2022)
The soundtrack, created by one of the godfathers of 
Brazilian music, Gilberto Gil, was first heard by Paulo 
and Rodrigo Pederneiras in 2019. Its initial onstage 
interpretation – GIL – followed soon after. Three years 
later (including a lengthy interruption caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic) the music is back on the stage in a 
new incarnation, and with a spirit of renewing, rebuilding, 
revising, reviving, and remaking. “It’s a new show,” says 
Grupo Corpo artistic director Paulo Pederneiras. That spirit 
is captured in the name: GIL REFAZENDO (Gil Remaking). 
Like Gilberto Gil’s music, which is based on a rereading of 
the Bahian songwriter’s most famous themes, the ballet has 
been reconstructed in its entirety.

The scenography is supported by a minutely shifting 
background image. “These are magnified images of 
sunflowers slowly coming back to life,” says Paulo 
Pederneiras. Dressed in raw linen – female dancers in shirts 
over a two-piece knitted outfit, male dancers in casual pants 
and shirts – the performers dance under a “simple white” 
light, he explains. In the music, phrases and themes from 
Gilberto Gil songs emerge – reworked, but in perfectly 
recognizable variations, with ancestral drums, electronic 
distortions, afoxé1, modinha2, berimbau3 and a jazzy 
woodwind section. 

1  Afro-Brazilian musical instrument composed of a gourd 
wrapped with a net threaded with beads.

2 a type of sentimental love song

3  a single-string percussion instrument or musical bow, 
originally from Africa
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GIRA (2017)
The rites of ‘Umbanda’ – one of the most widely practiced 
Brazil-born religions, which resulted from a combination of 
‘Candomblé’ with Catholicism and Kardecism – serve as the 
great source of inspiration for the aesthetic scene design of 
Gira. 

‘Exu’, the most human of the ‘Orixás’ – without whom, in 
religions of African origin, the ritual simply won’t happen – 
is the main poetic imagery which evokes the eleven musical 
themes created by Metá Metá, for Gira.

First and foremost, the artistic creators of Grupo Corpo 
had to delve into the universe of Afro-Brazilian religions 
in preparation for the theme proposed by Metá Metá. 
However, the performance is far from being a mimetic 
representation of these syncretic rituals. Instead, the 
choreographer Rodrigo Pederneiras re(constructs) the 
powerful glossary of gestures and movement he accessed 
as he experienced rites of ‘Camdomblé’ as well as 
‘Umbanda’, particularly ‘Exu’ ceremonies (giras de Exu). 

Paulo Pederneiras conceived the stage design as an 
installation or a non-setting, in which he covers the bodies 
of the dancers off stage with the same black tulle as the 
three walls of the black box, turning them into the ether and 
this way creating an eerie atmosphere of endlessness.

As for the costumes, Freusa Zechmeister adopts the same 
language for the whole cast, both female and male dancers: 
naked torso and the other half of the body in white skirts of 
primitive cutting and raw linen. 
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ABOUT THE COMPANY

Grupo Corpo comes from Minas Gerais, Brazil, but their 
ballet crosses borders. Brazil as a whole, with all its cultural 
diversity, can see itself in Groupo Corpo, founded in 1975 in 
Belo Horizonte. In a world where the speed of information 
is producing an increasingly homogeneous landscape, they 
stand out for having developed a signature of their own.

There are three basic reasons for the uniqueness of the 
company in the contemporary dance scene. First, there 
is Rodrigo Pederneiras, the house choreographer: one 
of the few able to mix classic ballet and folk dances and 
then set to motion bodies that push the limits of technical 
rigor. Second, the wisdom with which Paulo Pederneiras 
transforms choreography into dance artwork. Besides 
directing the company, he designs the sets and lighting 
for each production with a kind of quality that continues 
to introduce new ideas to the works. And third, there is 
a balanced cast of dancers, stars in their own right, fine-
tuning each other with exquisite precision.

When one sees Grupo Corpo dance on stage, it is as if 
all questions concerning the transit between nature and 
culture were being fully answered. All facets of Brazil, past 
and future, erudite and popular, foreign influence and local 
color, and the urban and the suburban come to being as art. 
Brazilian art. World art.

 — Helena Katz

RODRIGO PEDERNEIRAS
Choreographer

Rodrigo Pederneiras has been Grupo Corpo’s 
choreographer since 1978, and his work is recognized 
nationally and internationally. The musicality of his 
compositions has awakened interest since his first works. 
It was as if his language sought the same spatiality of the 
music used in the choreographic work. The bodies of his 
dancers danced as if they were sounds in human form.

When he mastered this way of creating, he broke through 
the symmetry of the relationship between movement 
and music. He then started to construct increasingly 
sophisticated dialogs between music and dance with the 
bodies of his interpreters. His gesture became far richer, 
his calligraphy became more complex. His works depict a 
choreographer who masters accurate amounts of plastic 
meaning and sense. The ruptures of the traditional ballet 
lines that he brings into performance construct new 
designs. In these, some kind of typical local atmosphere 
commences to emerge. The choreography by Rodrigo 
Pederneiras offers synthesis for the issues lying between 
the universal and the individual.
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GRUPO CORPO

 Artistic Director Paulo Pederneiras

 Choreographer Rodrigo Pederneiras

 Dancers  Ágatha Faro, Bianca Victal, Davi Gabriel, Dayanne Amaral, 
Débora Roots, Edésio Nunes, Giulia Madureira, Isabella 
Accorsi, Jônatas Itaparica, Jonathan de Paula, Karen 
Rangel, Luan Barcelos, Luan Batista, Lucas Saraiva, 
Malu Figueirôa, Rafael Bittar, Tris Martins, Vitória Lopes, 
Walleyson Malaquias, Yasmin Almeida

 Répétitrices Ana Paula Cançado, Mariana do Rosário

 Dance Education Director Carmen Purri

 Maître de Ballet Elias Bouza

 Pianist Anna Maria Ferreira

 Director of Stage Engineering Pedro Pederneiras

 Technical Director Gabriel Pederneiras

 Technicians Átilla Gomes, Murilo Oliveira

 Wardrobe Assistants Alexandre Vasconcelos, Maria Luiza Magalhães

 Administrator Marcello Cláudio Teixeira

 Administrative Manager Kênia Grossi

 Financial Manager Antônio Emídio Resende

 Administrative Assistant Marcel Gordon Firing

 Secretary Flávia Labbate

 Communication Director Cristina Castilho

 Communication Assistant Mateus Castilho

 Program Director Cláudia Ribeiro

 Executive Producer Michelle Deslandes

 Production Assistant Gabi Junqueira

 Director of Social Projects Miriam Pederneiras

 Production Instituto Cultural Corpo



THE ART OF GIVING 
The Mondavi Center is deeply grateful for the generous 
contributions of our dedicated patrons. Your gifts are a 
testament to the value of the performing arts in our lives.  
 
Annual donations to the Mondavi Center directly support 
our operating budget and are an essential source of 
revenue. Please join us in thanking our loyal donors 
whose philanthropic support ensures our future ability 
to bring great artists and speakers to our region and to 
provide nationally recognized arts education programs for 
students and teachers.  
 
For more information on supporting the Mondavi Center,  
visit MondaviArts.org or call  530.752.7354.

This list reflects all gifts received as of December 1, 2023.

COLORATURA CIRCLE
$50,000 and above
James H. Bigelow†
Patti Donlon†
The Nancy and Hank Fisher Family Fund
Bill and Nancy Roe*

IMPRESARIO CIRCLE
$25,000 - $49,999
Ralph and Clairelee Leiser Bulkley* 
Thomas and Phyllis† Farver*

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
$16,500 - $24,999
Judith Bailey Gabor and Elizabeth Gabor
Wanda Lee Graves and Steve Duscha
Anne Gray†
Mary B. Horton*
Tricorp

MAESTRO CIRCLE
$11,000 - $16,499
Karen Broido*
Jim Burton
Chan Family Fund†
John and Lois Crowe*
Les and Mary Stephens De Wall 
Tonya Fancher
Benjamin and Lynette Hart*
Dean and Karen† Karnopp*
Hansen Kwok†
Diane Marie Makley†*
John and Grace† Rosenquist
Christian† and Mariana Sandrock
Raymond Seamans and Ruth Elkins 
The Lawrence Shepard Family Fund
Rosalie Vanderhoef*
Elizabeth and Yin Yeh
And 1 donor who prefers to remain anonymous

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE
$7,500 - $10,999
Carla F. Andrews
Wayne and Jacque Bartholomew
Jo Anne Boorkman*
J. Terry and Susan Eager†
Sandy Enders
Catherine and Charles Farman
Janlynn Robinson Fleener† and Clif McFarland† 
Richard and Kyoko Luna Family Fund
Garry Maisel†
Brian K. Tarkington and Katrina Boratynski
Joe Tupin

And 1 donor who prefers to remain anonymous

PRODUCER CIRCLE
$3,750 - $7,499
Lydia Baskin*
Caroline Cabias†
Mike and Betty Chapman
Sandy and Chris Chong
Michele Clark and Paul Simmons
Michael and Kevin Conn
Bruce and Marilyn Dewey*
In Honor of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Wayne and Shari Eckert
Judy and Bill Fleenor
Jolán Friedhoff and Don Roth
Allison and Jeremy Ganter 
John C. Gist Family

* Friends of Mondavi Center       †Mondavi Center Advisory Board Member       °In Memoriam

We mourn the recent 
passing of our dear 

friends and supporters:

Wendy Chason    
1945-2023
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Ed and Bonnie Green*
Charles and Ann Halsted 
Dee Hartzog
Judith Hardardt
Karen Heald and K.C. McElheney†
Donine Hedrick and Davis Studer
In Memory of Christopher Horsley*
Teresa Kaneko*
Jane and Bill Koenig
Brian and Dorothy Landsberg
Linda Lawrence
Claudia and Allan Leavitt
Bob and Barbara Leidigh
Robert and Betty Liu
Debbie Mah† and Brent Felker*
Yvonne Marsh†
Robert and Margaux McMillan
Barbara Moriel
J and B Ouyang
Georgia Paulo 
Warren G. Roberts and Jeanne Hanna 
Vogel*

Liisa A. Russell
Neil and Carrie Schore
Tom and Meg Stallard*
Tom and Judy Stevenson*
Tony and Joan Stone
George and Rosemary Tchobanoglous
Ed Telfeyan and Jeri Paik-Telfeyan
Denise Verbeck and Judy Persin
Ken Verosub and Irina Delusina
John D. Walker
Judy Wydick

DIRECTOR CIRCLE
$1,750 - $3,749
Drs. Ralph and Teresa† Aldredge
Elizabeth and Russell Austin
Marguerite Callahan
Margaret Chang and Andrew Holz
Jim and Kathy Coulter*
Brett Daly
DLMC Foundation 
Joyce Donaldson*
Matt Donaldson and Steve Kyriakis
Cynthia Gerber
Karl Gerdes and Pamela Rohrich
Darrow and Gwen Haagensen
James and Nancy Joye
Barbara Katz
Robert and Cathryn Kerr
Barry and Gail Klein* 
Arthur Lawyer*
Lin and Peter Lindert
Dennis H. Mangers and Michael Sestak
Susan Mann

Ann Mansker
In Memory of William F. McCoy
Sally McKee
Mary McKinnon and Greg Krekelberg
Augustus Morr
Robert Ono and Betty Masuoka
Linda and Lawrence Raber
Joanna Regulska and Michael Curry
Kay Resler*
Maureen and Marshall Rice
James D. and Lori Korleski Richardson
Dwight E. and Donna L. Sanders
Ed and Karen Schelegle
Janet Shibamoto-Smith and David Glenn 

Smith
Rosalind R Tyson*
Dale L. and Jane C. Wierman

And 1 donor who prefers to remain 
anonymous

ENCORE CIRCLE
$700 - $1,749
Michael and Shirley Auman*
Sylvia L Bender
Simon and Cindy Cherry
Judy and David Day
Dotty Dixon*
Anne Duffey 
Russell and Sharon Ewers
Robert and Melanie Ferrando
Karen Griffin
Ralph Hexter and Manfred Kollmeier
In memory of Karen D Horobin
Susan Kauzlarich and Peter Klavins
Joseph Kiskis and Diana Vodrey
P. Kubo
Michael and Sheila Lewis*
Sue and Ed Macdonald
Natalie MacKenzie*
In Memory of Katharine Morgan
Robert and Janet Mukai
Robert and Susan Munn
Tiffany Redmon and Jon Blumberg
Carrie and Miriam Rocke
In honor of Don Roth on the occasion of  

his retirement
Elizabeth St. Goar
Walt Stone and Ann Cassidy-Stone
Karen and Ed Street*
Roseanna Torretto*
Steven and Andrea Weiss
Dan and Ellie Wendin
Paul Wyman
Gayle K. Yamada* and David H. Hosley
Karen Zito

And 1 donor who prefers to remain 
anonymous

ORCHESTRA CIRCLE
$350 - $699
Jose and Elizabeth Abad 
Heidi and John Arnold
Charles and Diane Bamforth
Paul and Linda Baumann
Simonetta Belant and Andrew McNeil
David and Kerstin Feldman
Maureen Fitzgerald and Frank DeBernardi
Elaine A. Franco
James and Deborahann Gilles
Jacqueline Harris in memory of  

Robert Ira Harris 
Mary A. Helmich
Len and Marilyn Herrmann
Paula Higashi
Jeanette Hill
Robert and Marcia Jacobs
Dr. and Mrs. Ron Jensen
Diane and Don Johnston
Weldon and Colleen Jordan
JoAnn Joye*
Ruth Ann Kinsella*
Paul Kramer
Allan and Norma Lammers
Nancy Lazarus MD and David Siegel MD
Randall Lee and Jane Yeun
Elizabeth and John MacMorris
Bunkie Mangum
Katherine F. Mawdsley*
In Memory of Thomas R McMorrow* 
Elaine and Ken Moody
Nancy Nolte and James Little
Jana Perry
John and Rebecca Petrik
Dr. David Rausch
Fred and Martha Rehrman*
Warren Roos
Ruth Rosenberg and Joe Gibson
Sean and Jodie Rubenstein Ward
Dr. Robert J. Ruxin
Tony and Beth Tanke
Andrew and Vivian Walker
Jean Wu
Iris Yang and G. Richard Brown
Melanie and Medardo Zavala
Meghan and Matthew Zavod
Karl and Lynn Zender
Andee Zetterbaum



MAINSTAGE CIRCLE
$125 - $349
Paul and Victoria Akins
Michelle and Matthew Agnew
Mary Amesbury* 
Penny Anderson
Nancy Andrew-Kyle*
Ann Arneill
Carole Barnes 
Marion and George Barnett
Cynthia Bates and Deb Horney
Brenda Betts
Dr. Robert and Sheila Beyer
John and Katy Bill
Stephen G. Blake and Donna Anderson
Caroline Bledsoe
Mary Campbell Bliss
Brooke Bourland*
Carol Boyd*
Dan and Amy Brugger
Anne* and Gary Carlson
Carol Christensen*
Seth Brunner and Linda Clevenger
Barbara Carter*
Ping Chan*
In Memory of Marie Chew
John and Lesli Chuck*
Gail Clark
David A. Combies
Karen Cook*
Gail and John Cooluris 
Catherine Coupal*
Tatiana Cullen
Susan and Fitz-Roy Curry
Nita A. Davidson
Eric T. Davis*
Mr. Rocko DeLuca
Fred Deneke and Jim Eastman
Carol Dependahl-Ripperda
Jonathan Diamant
Moira Dykstra
Laura Eisen and Paul Glenn
DeNelle Ellison
Carol A. Erickson and David W. Phillips
Eleanor E. Farrand*
Edwin and Sevgi Friedrich*
Ms. Cynthia Amelia Gatlin 
Candace Gilmore
Pat and Bob Gonzalez* 
Douglas Gramlow
Paul and Carol Grench
Kitty Hammer
P. and M. Handley
Jim and Laurie Hanschu
Bob and Sue Hansen
David and Anne Hawke
Zheyla Henriksen
Ron Hoffman
Lorraine J Hwang

Sharon Inkelas 
Hiram Jackson
Karen Jetter
Mun Johl
Shari and Tim Karpin
Patricia Kelleher*
Jodi Ketelsen and Doug Playter*
Marsha Lang
Sue and Don Larramendy 
Sevim Larsen
Juney Lee*
Helene Leichter
Robert Lew and Marion Franck
Evelyn Lewis
Mary Ann Limbos and Ralph Robinson
Ann Lincoln and Dan Shadoan
David and Alita Mackill
Vartan Malian and Nora Gehrmann
Pam Marrone and Mick Rogers
Dr. Carol Marshall and Daniel Ferrick
Leslie and Michael Maulhardt*
Marjorie Maxwell and Bruce Hartsough
Karen McEvoy
Deanne Meyer Ph.D
Sydney Moberg 
Vicki and Paul Moering
Hallie Morrow
Marcie Mortensson
Christopher Motley and Trudy Baltz
Bill and Diane Muller
Margaret Neu*
Jeffrey Noma
Catherine and Jay Norvell
Jeri and Cliff Ohmart
Dana K. Olson
Jim and Sharon Oltjen
Mary Jo B Ormiston*
Jessie Ann Owens and Martha Macri
Frank Pajerski
Sue and Jack Palmer 
Erin Peltzman
Ann Pelzman
Christine Perry and David Fortune
Michael A. Reinhart and Dorothy Yerxa
John and Judith Reitan Household
Russ and Barbara Ristine
Kenneth W. Ritt and Pamela Rapp
Denise Rocha
Tracy Rodgers
In memory of Robert L. Rodriguez
Janet F. Roser, PhD
Cynthia Ruff*
Mrs. Mary V Ruiz
Hugh and Kelly Safford
Drs. Joy and Richard Sakai*
Leon Schimmel and Annette Cody
Jean Snyder
Levy and Judy St. Mary
Elizabeth Stevens 

Clarence C. Stokes
Mr. John P. Taylor
Julie A. Theriault, PA-C, DFAAPA
Robert and Victoria Tousignant
Justine Turner
Sandra Uhrhammer*
Nancy Ulrich*
In Memory of Helen Harris Voss
Janice Waddell and Mike Jones
In memory of Carl E. Walden
Martha S. West
Nancy C. White*
Jessica Woods
Jo Ann Wright 
Elaine C Yee*
Phyllis and Darrel Zerger*
Brenda Zimny
Dr. Mark and Wendy Zlotlow

And 8 donors who prefer to remain 
anonymous

* Friends of Mondavi Center       †Mondavi Center Advisory Board Member       °In Memoriam





THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS

* Friends of Mondavi Center       †Mondavi Center Advisory Board Member       °In Memoriam

To learn about planned giving opportunities, please contact Liz King, 530.752.0563. 

Hans and Salome Abplanalp°
Heidi and John Arnold
Wayne and Jacque Bartholomew
Karen Broido
Ralph and Clairelee Leiser 

Bulkley
John and Lois Crowe
Dotty Dixon
Hal and Carol Sconyers°

Nancy DuBois°
Roy and Edith Kanoff°
Ruth R. Mehlhaff°
Estate of William and Jean 

Allewelt
Jolán Friedhoff and Don Roth
Anne Gray
Benjamin and Lynette Hart
L.J. Herrig°

Mary B. Horton
Margaret Hoyt
Barbara K. Jackson°
Ruth M. Lawrence°
Robert and Barbara Leidigh
Yvonne LeMaitre°
Jerry and Marguerite Lewis
Robert and Betty Liu
Don McNary°

Joy Mench and Clive  
Watson Trust

Estate of Verne and  
Katinka Mendel

Kay Resler
Joe and Betty° Tupin
Lynn Upchurch
And 1 donor who prefers to 
remain anonymous

MONDAVI CENTER LEGACY CIRCLE
We thank our supporters who have remembered the Mondavi Center in their estate plans. These gifts make a difference 
for the future of performing arts and we are most grateful.

ARTISTIC VENTURES FUND 
We applaud our Artistic Ventures Fund members, whose major gift commitments support artist engagement fees, 
innovative artist commissions, artist residencies, and programs made available free to the public.
James H. Bigelow
Ralph and Clairelee Leiser 

Bulkley
Chan Family Fund
John and Lois Crowe

Patti Donlon
Richard and Joy Dorf°
The Nancy and Hank Fisher 

Family Fund

Wanda Lee Graves and Steve 
Duscha

Anne Gray
Barbara K. Jackson°

Nancy Lawrence° 
Diane Marie Makley
Bill and Nancy Roe
Rosalie Vanderhoef*

ENDOWMENT GIVING
Thank you to the following donors for their special program support
James H. Bigelow
Karen Broido
Ralph and Clairelee Leiser 

Bulkley

Chan Family Fund
Sandra Togashi Chong
John and Lois Crowe
Richard and Joy Dorf°

Mary B. Horton
Barbara K. Jackson°
Dean and Karen Karnopp
Debbie Mah and Brent Felker

Diane Makley
Bill and Nancy Roe
Rosalie Vanderhoef
Richard and Elizabeth Wennberg

Note: We apologize if we listed your name incorrectly. Please contact Laurie Espinoza, 530.752.7354, to inform us of corrections.

Additional support provided by
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines | Nugget Markets

“The Robert and Margrit Mondavi Center for the Performing Arts 
represents an important lifestyle that defines the Davis Community. 
I am so impressed with the talented and versatile programs they 
bring to our community from all over the world that create truly 
exciting performances.

I am so grateful to give back through ‘The Nancy and Hank Fisher 
Family Fund.’ Please join me in attending the many programs of your 
choice and making your own financial gift supporting our treasured 
performing arts center. Thank you.”                      
           - Nancy Fisher 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESENTING 
SPONSOR, NANCY FISHER: 


